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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Listing of Claims: 

I-IO. (Canceled) 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A vehiCTxIar interior trim assembly to be positio rifiH prnvimate an 
inflatable restraint syste m oapo e tt e, comprising: 

a cassette including 

a frame membe r having 

A frame portion formed bv a first side member, a second side member, a 

jjhji;4 member and a fourth side member, and 

an extension portion connected to the frame portion, wherein the extension 
]X)rtiop is formed bv the fourth side member, wherein the frame t^ortion forms an 
opening extending through the frame memben 

having at looot two sidoa intoroonnooted by-a su pport « 06frmembe r arranged 
within the opening of the frame member : and 

a reinforcement material at least p artially encapsulated by and suspended by the 
support a t least two sid e s - of ooid frame m embe r suoh that the roinforG e mentmateriol i s 
pQQitionQd at a pr e detoiminod location wh e n plac e d in a mold tool . 

12. (Currently Amended) The vehicular interior trim assemblyL caoootto of claim 1 1, wherein said 
su pport fe aaae-member includes 

a cross member conn ftntftd to the frame portion, wherein the cross member extends across 
the openi np ; of the fiwne member and divides the opening to form at least two sub-Qpenings> and 

one or more f fall spacer lu gs supported bv the cross-member that positio n for positionin g 
said reinforcement material at a,[[the]] predetermined location relative the frame member w ifeig 
tho mold tool 



13, (Currently Amended) The v^cular interior trim assembly e assotto - o f claim 11, wherein 
[[the]] at least two of the first second, thfrd and fourth s ides are two opposing sides, and wherein 
the reinforcement material is secured to the two opposite sides of the frame member. 
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Ajnendmeiit in response to Office Action 209546-103448 
datedApTil2S, 2009 

14. (Currently Amended) An interior trim panel, comprising: 

a portion of an instrument panel formed bv a layer of material, and 
a cassette disposed within the layer of material, the cassette including 
a frame member^^ 

a cross-member, wherein the frama member includes ha\ang at least two sides 
interconnected by the rfall cross member, and 

a reinforcement material partially enc^sulated by and suspended by the at least 
two sides of said frame member, wherein the reinforcement material is positioned at a 
predetermined location within the layer of material. 

15. (Previously Presented) The interior trim panel of claim 14, further comprising 

a shear plane located at an intersection of the frame member and the layer of material. 

16. (Previously Presented) The interior trim panel of claim 15, wherein the frame member 
comprises material having a first mold characteristic and the layer of material has a second mold 
characteristic that is at least partially incompatible with the first mold characteristic of the frame 
member such that the incompatibility substantially defines the shear plane. 

17. (Previously Presented) The interior trim panel of claim 16, wherein the first mold 
characteristic and the second mold charact^istic are fully incompatible. 

18. (Previously Presented) The interior tdm panel of claim 14, wherein the frame member and 
the layer of material are bondably attached. 

19. (Previously Presented) The interior trim panel of claim 15, further comprising 

a knife edge on the frame member substantially aligned with the shear plane. 

20. (Previously Presented) The interior trim panel of claim 18 wherein the frame member and the 
layer of material is are not fully bondably attached and define the shear plane. 
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21. (Previously Presented) The interior trim panel of claim 14, further comprising 

an outer cassette member for positioning the reinforcement material outside a tear seam 

of the trim paneL 

22. (Previously Presented) The interior trim panel of claim 14, wherein the cassette further 
comprises 

at least one spac^ lug for positioning the reinforcement material. 

23. (Previously Presented) The interior trim panel of claim 14, wherein the frame member 
includes 

two opposing sides, and wherein the reiaforceinent material is secured to the two 
opposite sides of the frame member. 

24. (Currently Amended) An interior trim panel, comprising: 

a portion an ingt minpint panel fomied bv a laver of material; 
a scrim r einforcement material^ and 

a <:i^trt fftinfarnftment suPDOit p nrHnn that at least paitiallv encapsulates the scrim 
reinforcement material, whereui the laver of material fo ;^inff the poition of the instrument panel 
at least partially encansulated the scrim reinforcement sumiort portion, whereia the scrim 
reiTifoTcement support portion provides 

means for p artially e ncapsulating and susp e nding said roinforoomant matorinl to 
Hnfi^in n nftjsfinttQ (inch thfit naid TemforcBm e nt mat e rial io poflitionod retainin e f\m^ 
reinforcement materiaL at a predetermined location relative the scrim reinforcement 
su pport pQrtion_w hen the scrim reinforcement material and the scrim reinforcement 
su pport portion are p laced in a mold too l and subsequentlv subjected to forces associated 
with a molding operation when the layer of materia] i$ deposited upon one or more of the 
scrim reinforcement material and the scrim rejjjfoicement support portion . 

25. (Currently Amended) The interior trim panel of claim 24, wherein the scrim reinforcement 
support portion includes p ortiollv oncapsulatirifi and susponding moons is flolootod from tho group 
conaiGting of a frame member and a spiae having ribs. 
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26. (Currently Amended) The interior trim panel of claim 24, wherein the scrim reinforcement 
suDDort portion includes p artiaUv e ncapciilafeH^ and ouopcmdiiig moono io a fromo mom bcg 
comprising a t least two sides interconnected by a cross member, and wherein said scrim 
reinforcement material is partially encapsulated by and suspended by the at least two sides of 
said frame member. 

27. (Currently Amended) The interior trim panel of claim 24, further comprising 

a shear plane defined at an interface between the scrim rei nforcement support portion 
partially onoapoulating and ouspending m e ans and the layer of material. 

28. (Currently Amended) The interior trim panel of claim 27, wherein the scrim reinforcement 
support portion p artially Qnoopoulatim! ond ouoponding moo afr-has a first mold characteristic and 
the layer of material has a second mold characteristic that is incompatible with the first mold 
characteristic such that the incompatibility therebetween defines the shear plane. 

29. (Currently Amended) The interior trim panel of claim 27, fiiither cornprising 

aknife edge on the scrim reinforcement support portion p artially e ncq)!iulating and 
suspending moona a nbatantially aligned with the shear plane. 

30. (Currently Amended) The interior trim panel of claim 24, fiirther comprising 

an outer cassette member for positioning the scrim r einforcement material outside a tear 
seam of the trim panel. 
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